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The Spatial formation in “Men in the sun” novel.
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Keywords:

Narration elements. The open place. The closed
place.Place of intimacy. Place of enmity.

This research attempts to study the place as an essential
element of the narration in Ghassan Kanafani's novel “Men in
the Sun”; seeking to achieve several objectives such as
revealing the essence of the place in the novel, besides
determining the relationship of the place with other narrative
elements, and revealing the influence of place in the novel,
Moreover, studying the characteristics of the place in the
novel according to the basic divisions of the place: (the
closed place - the open place / the home place - the hostile
place).
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Summary:

The spatial formation in “Men in the sun” novel.

According to Gaston Bachelard who believes that when literary work misses the place, it loses its privacy
and originality, Fictional text cannot be done in isolation from spatial formation, as the place is considered one of
the most important narrative elements, Especially in the novel. That is why modern literary critical studies pay
great attention to the study of place as an important and vital component in the formation of fictional work.

This research aims to enrich the field of narrative studies with a work that deals with one of the most
important narrative elements, which is the element of place, by applying it to Ghassan Kanafani's novel "Men in
the Sun™. To achieve several objectives such as revealing the essence of the place in the novel, besides determining
the relationship of the place with other narrative elements, such as characters, time, events, and language. In
addition to revealing the influence of place in the novel. Moreover, studying the characteristics of the place in the
novel according to the basic divisions of the place: (the closed place - the open place / the home place - the hostile
place).

The importance of the research is that it examines a new topic and studies the place in the novel
comprehensively and provides accurate statistics about it.

The place map in the novel “Men in the Sun” consists of an open place, which is the desert, and within this
vast open space there is a closed place represented by Abu al-Khayzaran’s car, and a more narrow place which is
the water tank. Moreover All the main places depict the psychological state of the characters, so the place was a
mirror reflecting everything that is going on in the characters' minds, and the places in the novel are not divided
into closed and open according to their geographical description, but rather according to the emotions and
psychological effects they reflect on the characters, ranging from openness to familiarity, distress and sadness.

Also, one of the important results is that the open space may perform the function of the closed space or the
opposite. And the same applies to the domestic and the hostile place, as there is no fixed function that can be
determined for any place in any work of fiction. Beside that it was clear that the domestic place is rare in the novel.
Because it deals with the impact of the Nakba on the Palestinian people, and depicts their suffering and instability,
therefore hostile places prevailed over the novel.
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