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Analysis of the Artistic Discourse of Orientalism."
Formations of the Image and Representations of the System
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Abstract :

This The central fypothesis of this study is based on the notion
that understanding the true image of the East in artistic Orientalist
discourse can only be achieved by recognizing the dynamic interaction at
the levels of production and reception between formation as a productive
practice and representation as a cultural directive with an authoritative
inclination. If the creative encoding of the productive practice has shaped’
the visual text under the pressures of the dominant cultural system—one
that remains concealed behind these formations—then uncovering the
essence of this system at the level of critical reading can only be achieved
through a deconstructive analytical approach to these partial formations.

In [light of this perspective on the relationship between the
Orientalist artistic corpus, its contents, and its systemic cultural function,
this study will focus on tracing the manifestations of artistic
representation of cultural systems—particularly the implicit ones—
embedded in the structure of several Orientalist paintings depicting the
Arab East. These paintings contain formal elements and aesthetic details
that parallel what Al-Ghadhami refers to as the cultural sentence. At the

same time, the study acknowledges the presence of a range of meanings

that are not negated by systemic meaning.

These meanings, along with their aesthetic values, play critical|
roles as masks behind which systems hide, using them as a means of’
carrying out their disciplinary function—one that critical analysis is
expected to expose. This transforms them into elusive visual texts that
align with the principles of evasion, ambiguity, and the deferral of
meaning, generating derivatives such as postponement, contradiction, and |
the infinite nature of signification.
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