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The Place of Poliheuristic Theory in Foreign Policy Analysis

Linking the paths of Integration between Rationalism and Cognitiveism

Jlad! eelatd! A RVESS-TS )
551 3l Adad | — Blaso gu dazea daol>

mohamed.cheaa@univ-msila.dz

2025/12/29 : yiddl gu)ls | 2025/12/22 :J9ddl )i | 2025/10/22 :Jluay¥! ays

s9adll Bouiall i Q) bl leadl dulas Jlme @ Osiold) s
a8 Hlyall ae 3 Glusylate Gliwyde @iy cagel sda IS (a9 cdgull gudanll
23y Lety (L1303 Bomam (e 2y Sllaall e oSoall oy aily SMall gl Sl
s Ly Aleall 2odln e ST IS 31 a4 Bdpall o pgnsll
G ola¥l e cdelud @ ad¥and! Loaaddl Apkas @y conilall oy Bezall
ALl Jslod) 3,8 e 5la)l Lole ida

& bl pal Zealeadl Colsal Zueal e 0S5 25S5e Busyd e lolidaly
SEMally Bmyledl Babead) § oLl o atall aud simlill Lalead! Bliw
G e Jman el Ll Wl § cwale Bies duims Ylesl Aol
pie @ delsall e Bauly ALSAT (e IV Bsaarll Ak udas § eyl
Aalisll 45lalewg ) ,all

& 8ol o laslie Awolanl dzmels ) Aylasdl ade Aar ) gl 2,4ST cilings
Eom A3l ulead! wlay plesad Ogaung Al eedlasy Ogete ol LIl
Aoy 2ol codlal Lol 3 3311 Aty ol yes SUAN aius Bulec a3
Sl Oyaniia of (S Ll ByLacdl s e e sy Joludl slagdad
Aga bl Bl (e dueyd Aegamo o (00 acky 5Ly Myl ST

1055 2025 poas - 02 suadl — 10 wlzelll- A lwdlg 4 31 ol yuld E L) 3L dlzs



mailto:mohamed.cheaa@univ-msila.dz

1079 (0 1055 o deznyliel) Aaliaud| Jeloes 3 At uzaa¥ ) Bsoanl | 2yl H6la | wbocma Rl

e A ¥an o sl Aylas (ddyall AL MGl 7 3gedl s Lial) Lo IS
EEESNES | FUNOM Py NES PEVENES | UW UM |y J1J%-A]
oo Aol o | atgll*

Abstract:

Foreign policy researchers have sought to dismantle the traditional black
box of the state. Through these efforts, two opposing schools of thought have
emerged regarding decision-making. The rationalist model argues that theories
should be judged based on the validity of their predictions, while the cognitive
viewpoint argues that greater emphasis should be placed on the validity of the
process. Seeking to bridge the gap between these two approaches, the
Poliheuristic theory emerged, questioning the dimensions leaders rely on when
sorting through available alternatives.

Based on a central hypothesis emphasizing the importance of the political
aspects of decision-making in the context of foreign policy, numerous foreign
policy and international relations researchers have produced distinguished
research that has contributed to providing the academic field with a rich empirical
record of achievements in applying Poliheuristic theory to a wide variety of actors
in decision-making and its various contexts.

The majority of research on this theory has reached a fundamental
conclusion: leaders are often self-interested and seek to ensure their domestic
political survival. The decision-making process involves two stages: Leaders
initially use simple heuristics to eliminate alternatives based on the principle of
avoiding major political losses, and then use more analytical calculations to
choose an alternative from a subset of remaining alternatives.

Keywords : Rational model, cognitive approach, Poliheuristic theory, foreign

policy decision- making, foreign policy analysis.
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