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Abstract

This article seeks to trace the trajectory of the concept of civil society in the West and its sub-
sequent transfer to the Arab context. During this process of transfer, the challenge emerged of

adapting the concept to a reality that differs in both its structure and historical path. The article
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examines attempts to ground the notion of civil society—particularly by conservative cur-
rents—through a return to principles and ideas drawn from the Arab-Islamic heritage, in con-
trast to mod-ernist currents that strive to preserve the concept in its Western form as a means
of affirming modernity within Arab societies. The article also revisits the tradi-tional issue of
the relationship between civil society and the state, rearticulating itin the Arab context by trac-
ing the views of several Arab thinkers. These views converge on the notion that the state is as
essential to civil society as civil society is to the state—yet without domination or authoritar-
ianism. The vitality and ef-fectiveness of civil society, it is argued, depend on creating genuine

opportunities for partnership between civil society and the state.
Keywords

. Civil society — Communal society — Political society — State — Arab context — Democ-

racy.
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