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Abstract

. This research aims to identify the concept of corporate governance and itsim-portance
in reducing agency costs, and to evaluate the dividend distribution poli-cies of Syrian
private banks (conventional and Islamic) during the period 2017-2023. The descriptive
approach was used, and the legal texts contained in the company laws of Syria and Al-
geria were analyzed. The research reached the follow-ing conclusions: (1) Private banks
observed equal treatment of shareholders and did not issue preference shares. Syrian
company law permits the issuance of preference shares, while Algerian company law
does not, thus ensuring equal treatment of shareholders. (2) Private banks did not guar-
antee the distribution of cash dividends to shareholders, which is consistent with both
Syrian and Algerian company laws. However, the International Islamic Bank of Syria vi-
olated its articles of association regarding dividend distribution. (3) Private banks did
not adhere to a minimum dividend distribution requirement, which is consistent with
both Syrian and Alge-rian company laws. (4) The external auditor's report did not men-

tion any violations of laws and regulations committed by private banks

Keywords :Corporate Governance, Agency Cost, Dividend Distribution, Syrian Banks,

Com-pany Law
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