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Abstract:

This phenomenological study examines the evolution of the local public sphere in
Msila, Algeria, tracing its transition from a historically dominant cultural and literary sphere
to a contemporary arena increasingly shaped by political and social discourse. Drawing on
participant observation informed by philosophical phenomenology, the study explores how
traditional and digital media contribute to the construction of public opinion within
everyday spaces of public interaction.

The findings reveal the presence of structural and cultural barriers to participation,
particularly affecting women and marginalised social groups, which limit the inclusiveness of
public debate. In addition, recent political developments in Algeria have coincided with an
intensification of political discourse and an increased circulation of rumours, especially
through informal communication channels and social media, thereby weakening the
coherence and credibility of the local public sphere.

The study concludes by proposing practical, community-oriented recommendations,
including the support of inclusive discussion spaces and media literacy initiatives, which may
contribute  to improving the quality of public dialogue and strengthening the
representativeness and stability of M'sila’s public sphere.

Keywords: communicative phenomenon, public sphere, politics, male dominance, Algeria;
M’Sila.
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