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Abstract :

Article info

The cognitive and methodological shifts that emerged in the late 1960s and
early 1970s markRed the beginning of a broad critique of the generative
approach, which had drawn a sharp divide between language on the one
hand, and mental and cognitive processes on the other. During this period,
a number of researchers in linguistics and psychology began to argue that
language is not an autonomous formal system, but rather a direct extension
of human cognitive mechanisms, and that meaning does not arise solely
from syntactic structure, but from sensory experience and lived human
interaction. This perspective paved the way for the development of new
concepts such as embodied cognition, which holds that [linguistic
understanding is always anchored in the structure of the human body and
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its engagement with the surrounding world. It also supported the rise of
conceptual metaphor theory, with the work, of George Lakoff and Mark,
Johnson demonstrating that metaphor is not merely a rhetorical device, but
a fundamental cognitive tool through which the mind organizes and
categorizes experience. At the same time, criticism of the generative model
grew alongside approaches calling for a return to actual language use as the
true basis for deriving linguistic structures—an idea established by Ronald
Langacker in his Cognitive Grammar. Increasing interaction among
linguistics, philosophy, neuroscience, and cognitive psychology helped form
a shared scientific foundation in which language is viewed within a
broader cognitive system, understood as a dynamic mental activity that
interacts with culture, context, and everyday practice. Thus, the early
stirrings of cognitive linguistics emerged as a scientific effort to reconnect
language with the workings of the mind and to grasp meaning as it is
embodied in human experience, rather than as something derived from an
abstract formal model detached from reality.
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